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Amendments to the Claims: 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

L-6. (canceled) 

7. (currently amended) A method for operating a commxmication terminal for packet-oriented 
data transmission, the method comprising: 

storing arstatus information for a commimication terminal in a memory unit associated 
with the communication terminal; 

providing the status information with a digital signature calculated from the status 
information by a private key for an asymmetrical encoding method, wherein the private key is 
associated with a first control unit associated with the communication terminal for the resolution 
and/or conversion of network addresses and is stored remote from the communication terminal: 

transmitting a request to associate the communication terminal with at least one second 
control unit if the first control unit fails, the request comprising the status information and the 
digital signature; 

checking the digital signature; and 

associating the communication terminal with the second control unit in the event of a 
positive check result. 

8. (previously presented) The method according to claim 7, wherein the status information is 
updated at least at a predefinable time upon the initiation of the first or second control unit. 

9. (previously presented) The method according to claim 7, wherein the digital signature is 
calculated from a hash value acquired for the status information. 

10. (previously presented) The method according to claim 8, wherein the digital signature is 
calculated from a hash value acquired for the status information. 
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11. (previously presented) The method according to claim 1, wherein a hash value is calculated 
for the status information for the purposes of checking the digital signature and said hash value is 
compared for a match with a digital signature decoded by using a public key associated with the 
first control unit. 

12. (previously presented) The method according to claim 8, wherein a hash value is calculated 
for tiie status information for the purposes of checking the digital signature and said hash value is 

compared for a match with a digital signature decoded by using a public key associated with the 
first control unit. 

13. (previously presented) The method according to claim 9, wherein the hash value is calculated 
for the status information for the purposes of checking the digital signature, and wherein the hash 
value is compared for a match with a digital signature decoded by using a public key associated 
with the first control unit. 

14. (previously presented) The method according to claim 10, wherein the hash value is 
calculated for the status information for the purposes of checking the digital signature, and 
wherein the hash value is compared for a match with a digital signature decoded by using a 
public key associated with the first control unit. 

15. (previously presented) The method according to claim 9, wherein a message digest no. 5 
algorithm is used for calculating the digital signature. 

16. (previously presented) The method according to claim 10, wherein a message digest no. 5 
algorithm is used for calculating the digital signature. 

17. (previously presented) The method according to claim 1 1, wherein a message digest no. 5 
algorithm is used for calculating tiie digital signature. 

18. (previously presented) The method according to claim 12, wherein a message digest no. 5 
algorithm is used for calculating the digital signature. 
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19. (previously presented) The method according to claim 13, wherein a message digest no, 5 
algorithm is used for calculating the digital signature. 

20. (previously presented) The method according to claim 14, wherein a message digest no. 5 
algorithm is used for calculating the digital signature. 

21. -25. (canceled) 

26. (currently amended) A control p rogram for operating a communication terminal for packet - 
oriented data transmission, which can be loaded into a worlcing memory of a computing facility 
and displays at least on e block of code, in the execution of whic h Computer readable medium 
comprising executable code readable by a computer processor, that when read bv a processor 
will cause: 

at least one piece of status information is -to be stored, for a communication terminal, in a 
memory unit associated with the communication terminal, 

said status information is -to be p rovided with a digital signature that is calculated &om 
the status information by means of a private key for an asymmetrical encoding method 
associated with a first control unit associated with the communication terminal for the resolution 
and/or conversion of network addresses , wherein said private kev is stored remote from the 
communication terminal. 

if the first control unit fails, a request is -to be t ransmitted comprising the status 
information and the digital signature to associate the communication terminal with at least one 
second control unit and a check of the digital signature is initiated, 

m the event of a positive check result, the association of the communication terminal with 
the second control unit is -to be i nitiated, 
if the control program is running on the computing facility. 
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